254.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

VlLLENEUVE,

December 6, 1931

Replying to questions he said that he had nothing to add to what he
had said before his departure from London. He flatly denied the report from
London in a Geneva newspaper that the Indians would resort to violence if
their wishes were not realized. He said personally he would give his life to
prevent this.

Asked with regard to Mr. Ramsay MacDonahTs statement in the House
of Commons, Mr. Gandhi said that he would like to hear the views of the
Congress before making pronouncement on the statement. His message to the
people of India was that they should come to no hasty conclusion^ but await
his statement for the people.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 8-12-1931

255.   EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO LORD IRWIN

[VlLLENEUVE,

On or after December 6, 193T]1

If the situation in India does not force a quarrel, co-operation
might still be continued. Anyway, I can give you the assurance
that I shall do nothing in haste or without first approaching the
Viceroy.

Halifax, p. 317

256.   LETTER TO SIR SAMUEL HOARE

VlLLENEUVE,

December 7, 1931

DEAR SIR SAMUEL,

I am reducing in writing the gist of our last conversation,
You were good enough to say that neither the Prime Minister's
declaration nor your speech m the House of Commons were the

1 According to the source the letter was written from Villeneuve where
Gandhiji arrived on December 6.
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